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2 COR V- 6. 


Wherefore we are always confident, knowing that 
.\ whil/t we are at home in the body we are ab» 


bc from the Lord. 


Heſe Words contain one | of the hi | 
: grounds of encouragement which the 
Chutiin. Religion: gives us'apainlt the fear 
of dearhi.'' For our clearer underſtanding:of 
A © them 
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them 1t will be requiſite to conſider the 
Context, looking back as far as the begin- 


- ning of the Chapter : where the Apofile pur- 


ſues the argument of the foregoing Chapter ; 
which was to comfort and encourage Chri- 
ſtians under their Afflictions and ſuffcrings 
from this conſideration, that theſe did but 
prepare the way for a greater and more 
glonous :reward ; Our light affliition, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
And ſuppoſe the worſt, that theſe ſufferings 
ſhould extend to death, there 15 comfort for 
us likewiſe 1n this caſe, wer. 1. of this Chap- 
ter, For we know that if our earthly houſe of 
this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a buil- 


ding of God, &c. If our earthly houſe of this 


tabernacle ; he calls our body an earthly 
houſe, and that we may not look upon it 
as a certain abode and fixed habitation, he 
doth by way of correction of himſelf add, 
that it 1s but a zabernacle or tent which 
muſt ſhortly be taken down: And when it 
is, we ſhall have a building of God, a houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
This 1s a deſcription. of our heavenly habi- 
ration, 1n oppoſition to our carthly houſe 
Or 
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or-tabernacle : It.is a building of God, not 
like: choſe houſes or tabernacles which men 
build;-|and: which: are able ro decay and 
_ diſſolution, to be. taken down or to fall 
down of themſelves, for ſuch are: thoſe 
houſes of clay which -we dwell in whoſe 
foundations are in the duſt, but an habitati- 
on prepared by God himſelf, @ houſe not 
made with hands z that which is the imme- 
diate work of God being in Scripture op- 
poſed to that which 1s made with hands 
and effe&ted by humane concurrence and 
by natural means: And being the imme- 
diate work of God, as it is-cxccllent, fo it 
is laſting and durable, which no carthly 
thing is; eternal in the heavens, that is cter- 
nal and heavenly. | | 
For in this we groan earneſfily; that is, 
while we arc in this body we groan by 
rcaſon of the preſſures and afflichons of it. 
Deſiring to be clothed wpon with our houſe 
which is from heauen: If ſo be that being 
clothed we ſhall not be found naked. Deſiring 
to be clothed upon; that is, we could with 
not to put off theſe bodies, not to be 
{tripp'd of chem by death, but to be of 
the number of thoſe who at the coming 
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of  oar Lord without the putting off :cheſe 
bodies: hall- bc: changed-and clortied/upon 
with: their chouſe Which: is/ from heaver), 
_ and-withour dying be invefted. wich thoſe 
ſpiritual and. glorious and heavenly bodies 
Which men ſhall have'ar the Reſurrection.” 
-;;:This'I-doubr nor is the Apoftle's meaning 
in thefe. Words; in which he ſpeaks accor- 
ding:to a common opimon among the Dif- 
aiples-gronndcd: (as Saint 7ohi ell: us) up- 
on a miſtake of 'our Saviour's words con- 
cerning:him, if 1 will that he tarry till I come : 
upon. which Saint John tells us that there 
went a ;Saqymg amor ' the brethren that - that 
difcrpte ſboukd not die ; That is, that he ſhould 
live.cll-Chrift's coming to Judgment, and 
then be changed ; and conſequently that 
Chrift -would-come to Judgment before 
the end of that Age: Suitably to this com- 
mon opinion among Chriſtians 'the Apo/t/e 
here ſays, .in this we groan earneſtly, deſiring 
#0:.e clothed upon with our houſe which is 
from heaven, if fo be that being  elothed' we 
ſhall not be found naked. It hath puzzled 
Jaterpreters what to make -of this paſſage, 
and well it:might;- for whatever be meant 
by. being /:clothed,; how can they that arc 
40 clothed 
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;very clear , that: ;our, 7ranflatowrs} have: riat. 
attained-rhe true ſenſe! of: this paſſage, 44 
xa} & vid ua, & war!, wemniuede, Which 15 
- moſt. 'naturally rcndred thus, ' zf, ſo: be we - 
( fhall.be found: clothed, and\ not naked : That 
-1s; if the coming of Chriſt ſhall find-us in - 
the body and not deveſted of it : if at 
-Chnſt's: comihg to Judgment we ſhall be 
found alive, andinot dead. And then the 
ſenſe of the whole 1s very-clear and cur- 
rent: we are deſirous .to be clothed/upon 
with our houſe from heaven (that'is, with - 
- our ſpiritual .and unmortal bodies) if fo 
be it ſhall ſo happen. that ar the coming of 
Chriſt we ſhall be found alive un theſe bo-— 
dies, and not ſtripp'd of them before by 
death. - Andathen it follows, For we that 
are. in this tabernacle do - groan being burthe- 
ed (that 1s, with the afthictions and preſ- 
ſures of this life) ot that we would be un- 
clothed. (that is, not that we defire by death 
to be deveſted of theſe :bodics.) but clothed 
zepor (that 18, if Gad ſee it -good'we had 
rather be found alive, and changed, and 
without purting. off theſe bodics have im- 
mortality as-it Were- _—__—_ uced ): that ſo 
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mortality might be | iſpalloved up of life 
"plain ſenſe 4 thac he 'rather Sd (f (if at 
-may be) to be of the number of thoſe who 
ſhall be found-alive at the coming of Chriſt, 
and haye this mortal and corruptible/body 
whule ba are clothed with it chav ged into 
a ſpiritual and incorruptible body," without 
the pain and terrour of dying : of which 
intpetline tranſlation into heaven without 
"the 'painfull divorce of ſoul and body by 
-death, Enoch and Elias were examples in: che 
old Teſtament. 
It follows, ver. 5. Now he that hath wrought 
for us the ſelf ſame thing is God : that is, it 
is he who hath firted and prepared for us 
this glorious change : who alſo hath given us 
the _ of the Spirit. The Spint is fre- 
uently in Scripture called «the witneſs and 
foal and earneft of our future happineſs 
-and blcfled refurretion or change of theſe 
-yile and carthly bodies into ſpiritual and 
heavenly ' Gollen' For as the reſurrection 
of \Chriſt from the dead by-che- poycr of 
;the Holy-Ghoſt is the) great ” prob Fand evI- 
dence of: immortality, ſo' che ſpirit of him 
__-thao raiſed up Fefus from the ond dwclling 
»inus __ tho! lodges andcarneſt of ourbeng 


made partakers of ur. From 
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' From all which the Apoſtle concludes in = 


the words of the Text, Therefore we are al-- 
ways. confident , that is, we are always of 
courage againſt the fear ,of death, - 

ming that whilſt we are at home. in the body 

we. are abſent from the Lord, <»Iruivles 0s mf 
wel, which may better be rendred whilft — 
we converſe or ſojozrn in the body, than whilf 
we are at home ; Becauſc the delign of the 
Apoſtle is to ſhew that the body 1s not our 
houſe but our tabernack ; and that whilſt 
we are in the body we. are not at home, 
but pilgrims and ſtrangers. And this no- 
tion the Heathens had of our preſent life 
and condition in this world. Ex wita diſ- 
cedo (faith Tully) tanguam ex hoſpitio non tan- 
quam ex domo.; commorandi enim natura diver- 
foriam nobis, non habitandi locum dedit. We 
go out of this life as it were from an Inn, and not 
from our home z nature having deſigned it to us 

as a place to ſojourn but not to lvell im 
IWe are abſent from the Lord; that is, we are 
detained from the bleſſed fight and enjoy- 
ment of God, and kept out of the poſſeſſion 

of that happineſs which makes Heaven. 

So that the Apofile makes an immediate 
oppolition between our continuance in the 
- Ms 7: body, 
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_ body, and our bliſsful enjoyment of Gol ; 
" and lays it down for a certain truth, that 
whilſt we-remain in the body -we are dctai- 


ned from” our happineſs, and thar-ſo foon. 


as eycr we leave the body. weſhall:be admit» 
ted into 1t; knowing that whilſt we converſe in 
the body we are abſent from the Lord, And 


wer. 8. 'we are willing rather tobe abſent: from: 
the: body ' and preſent with the Lord ;*1ntima-- 


ting that ſo foon as we quit theſe bodies we 
ſhall. be -admicted to the bleſſed fight and 


My deſign from this Text 1s to draw 
ſome ufefull Coro/laries or Concluſions from 
this: Aſſertion of the Apoſtle, That whilſt we 
are in theſe bodies we are' detained from-our 
happineſs ; and that fo' ſoon as ever we depart 
out of them we ſhall be admitted to the. poſ- 
ſefſron -and enjoyment of it. And they are 
theſe, © 3 AUS 264 b, 2, 


1. This Afſertion ſhews us the vanity and 
fxlſhood of that opinion, or rather dream, 
concerning the ſleep of the ſoul from. the 
time of death nll the general Reſurrection. 
This 1s chiefly grounded upon that _ 

| cta- 
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Metaphor in Scripture by which death is 
reſembled to fleep, and thoſe that are dead 
are ſaid to be fallen aſleep. But this Meta- 
phor is. no where in Scripture, that I know 
of, applied to the ſoul but to the body -re-— 
ſting in the grave in order to its being a- 
wakencd and raiſed up at the Reſurrection. 


And thus tis frequently uſed with expreſs 


reference to: the body. Dan. 12? 2. Many of 
them that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake. Matth. 27. 52. And the praves were 
opened, and many bodies of ſaints which ſlept. 
aroſe. Acts 13. 36. David after he had- ſerved 
his own gereration by the will of God fell on 
ſleep, and was laid to his fathers and ſaw cor- 
ruption 5 which ſurely can no otherwiſe be. 
underſtood than of his body. 1 Cor, 15.21. 
Now us Chriſt riſen from the dead and become 
the firſl-fruits of them that ſlept : that is, the 
reſurrection of his body 1s the earneſt. and 


 affurance that ours alſo ſhall be raiſed. And 


ver. $1. We ſball not all fleep, but ſhall all 
be changed; where the Apoſile certainly. 
ſpeaks both. of the. death and change of 
theſe corruptible:bodics, 1 Theſal. 4. 14- If 
we believe that Feſus died and; roſe again, even 
ſo them alſo that ſleep in: Fefus ſhall God bring 


with 


with him ; That is the' bodies of thoſe; that 


died nt the Lord:ſhall be raed, and accom- 

any him at his coming. -S0- that it is-the 
_ body which i fad” m Scripture to- ſleep, 
- and not the foul. For that is utterly in- 
conliſtent with the Apoſtte's Aflcertion here in 
the Text, that while we are in the body we 
are abſemt*from the Lord, and that ſo ſoon. 
as we depart out of the body ' we ſhall. be 

eſent with the Lord. For ſurely to be 
with the Lord muſt ſigaific a ſtate of hap- 
pines, whuch flecp-is nor, buc-onely of in- 
aCtivity * Beſides, that the Apoſt/c's Argu- 
ment” would be very flat, and it would be 
bur a cold encouragement againſt the fear 
of death, thar ſo ſoon as we are dead we 
fhall fall - aſlecp and become infenſible. 
Bur the Apoſi/e uſcth it as an Argument 
why we ſhould be willing to dye as ſoon 
as God plcaſeth, and the ſooner the beter, 
becauſe fo ſoon as we quit theſe bodies 
we ſhall be preſent with the Lord, that is, 
admitted to the bliſsfull fight and enjoy- 
ment of hum; and while we abide in - 4 
body we arc detained from our happineſs : 
Bur if our ſouls ſhall ſleep as well as our 
bodies till the general Reſurrection, it 1s all 
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not, as to any happineſs we ſhall enjoy 'm 
the mean time ; which 1s dire&tly contra- 
ry to the main ſcope of the Apoſtl's Argu- 
ment. 


2. This Affrtion of the Apoſtle's doth 
perfectly conclude againſt the feigned Pur- 
gatory of che Church of Rome, which ſup- 
poſeth the far greater number of. true and 
faithfull Chriſtians, of choſe who dye in the. 
Lord and have obtained cternal redemption 
by him from hell not to paſs immediately 
into a ſtate of happineſs, bur to be detained 
in the ſuburbs of Hell in extremity of tor- 
ment ( equal to that of hell for degree, 


though not for duration) till their ſouls. 


be purged, and the guilt of temporal .pu- 
6 which the are hable rh, 4 
ſome way or othcr paid off .and diſcharged. 
They ſuppoſe indced ſome. very few holy 


.perſons ( eſpecially thoſe :who . ſuffer Mar-- 


tyrdom ) 'to. be ;1o perfect ar their: depar-- 


ture out of the body as rtor-paſs immediare- 
. ly-inco Heaven, becauſe they:need no pur-- 
gation : :But -moſt: Chriftians they :fuppoſe - 


to dye ſo imperfect that;ghey (Rand Lin need 


ot. 
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of beirig purged 5: and according to the de- 
-gree of their umperfetion are to be detain'd 
a ſhorter or a longer time in Purgatory. * 
But now, beſides that there is no Text in 
_ Scripture from whence any ſuch ſtate can 
* probably be concluded (as is acknowledg- 
cd. by many learned men of the Church 
of Rome) and even that Text which they 
have moſt inſiſted upon ( they ſhall be.ſ@ved, 
_yet ſo. as by fire.) 1s given up by them as in- 
ſufficient co-conclude the thing. Eftius 15 
very glad to get off it, by ſaying there is 
nothing 1n it againſt Purgatory : Why? no 
body pretends. chat, but we might reaſo- 
nably. expect; that there ſhould: be ſome- 
thing for it in a Text which hath bcen fo 
often produced and urged by them. for the 
proof of it. I fay, beſides that there is 
nothing in Scripture 'for Purgatory, there 
arc a great many things againſt it, and ut- 
cerly anconſiſtent with it. In the parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus, which was de- 
ſigned to repreſent to us the different Rates 
of good 'and bad men in another world, - 
there is not the leaſt intimation of Purgato- 
ry, but that good: men paſs inmedntely 
into a ſtate of happincls and bad 'men- into 
| a place 
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a place 'of torment: And: Saint ohm; \Rew, 
14. 13. pronounceth all that dye 'in' rhe 
Lord happy, becauſe' they reft from their la- 
bours; which they cannor -be ſaid to do 
who are/1h a ſtate of great anguiſh and tors 
ment, -as-thoſe are fuppoſed to bz whoare 
in Purgatory. 7 F- 

But above all, this Reaſoning, of S. Paul 
1s utterly inconſiſtent with any/.imaginati- 
on of ſuch a ſtate. - For he encourageth all 
Chriſtians in general againſt the fear of 


death from the conſideration of that happy 
y —_— —- 


ſtate they ſhould immediately paſs-into, 

being admutted into the preſence of God ; 
which ſurcly is not ag—_ IWe are of 
good courage (ſays he) and willing rather to 
be abſent from the body : And 'great reaſon 
we ſhould be fo, if ſo ſoon as we kaye: the 
body we are preſent with the Lord. © But 


no -man ſure would be glad to leave the — 


body to. go into. a place of exquiſite and 
extreme; torment;/ which they tellus''ts the 
caſe: of moſt Chriſtians whet! they-:dye. 
And what can be more unreaſonable, than 
to. make the Apoftle to uſe an argument to 
comfort-all''Chriſtians againſt 'the- fear-of 
death which concerns! bur'very few in com- 
bY C pariſon ? 
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riſon ? So that] if the: Apo#le's reafonng 
good, that while we arc in this life we 
are detained from our happincſs, and fo 
foon as we depart this life we paſs immedi- 
atcly into: it, and therefore: death is deſi- 
rable to all good men : I fay, if this reaſc- 
ning be good, it 15 very clear that Saint Paul 
knew —__— the Doctrine now taughc 
in the Church of Rome concerning Purga- 
tory ; becauſe that. is utterly inconſiſtent 
rf what he expreſly aflerts in this Chapter 
and quite takes away the force of his whole 
Argument. | 


3. To encourage us againſt the fear of 
death And this 1s the Concluſion which 
the 4roftle makes from this conſideration. 
Therefare (ſays he) we' are of goad ronrage, 
knowing that whilft we converſe in the body we 
gre abſent from the Lord. There is in. us a 


' patural love of. life, and a-natural-horour 


and:dread of death; fo that our; ſpirits. are 
ape-to firink at thei thoughts of the: ap» 
xraach of xn. But this fear may very much 


gated-and even overruled by, Reaſan 


10N):For 
; as: with 
regard 


and: the confiderations. of: 
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ard to the conſequences of it: And thoſe 
will be as we are, comfortable and happy 
to the good, bur diſmal and miſerable to 
the wicked.” So that the onely true anti- 
dote againft. the fear of dcath is the hopes — 
of a'berrer life ; and the onely firm ground 
of thele hopes is the mercy of God in Feſus 
Chriſt, upon our due preparation for ano- 
ther world by repentance and a holy life, 
For the ſting of death is fin ; and when that 
is taken away«*he terrour and bitterneſs of 
death is paſt : And then death is ſo far from 
being dreadfull, thatin reaſon it is extreme- 
ly defirable ; becauſe it Jersus into a berrer 
{tate, ſuch as onely deſerves the name of 
life. Hz vivunt qui ex corporum vinculis tan- _ 
quam & carcere evolaverunt : veſtra vero que 
dicitur vita, 'mors eft. . They truly live (could 
a Heathen ſay) who have made their eſcape 
out of this priſon of the body ; but that which 
men commonly call life is rather death than 
life. To live indeed, 1s to be well, -and to 
be happy ; and that we ſhall never be ll 
we are got beyond the grave. 


es ,Q 


4. This Conſideration ſhould comfort us 
under the loſs and death of Friends, which 
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certainly: is one.of the greatclt grievances 


| and troubles'odf humane life. - For if they 


be fit for God, and go to. him when they 
dye,, they, are. infinitely happier than it, was 
poſſible for them to have been 1nthis world : 
andthe trouble of their abſence from us'is 
fully balanced by their being preſent with 
the Lord.;..,For why ſhould we lament: the 


end of that life: which we are aſlured is the 


beginning of immortality ? One reaſon of 
our trouble tor the loſs of- friends is becauſe 
we;Joved them :; Bur: ic. is -no {ign of our 
love:ta:tham to;\ grudge; and repine at their 
happincſs:-1'But-we haped-to. have enjoyed 
then longer: Be it ſo : yet why ſhould we 
be troubled that they are happy ſooner than 
weexpedted.? But they are parted from us, 
ahdthe'thoughts of this is-grieyous: Bur 
yer the conſideration of their being parted 
for a while is not near fo ſad, as the hopes 
of'a happy meeting again, never to be par- 
ted_any Hon 1s comfortable and” joytull. 


So that the greater our love to them was, 
the leſs ſhould be our gricf for them, when 
we conſider that they are happy, and that 
they arc.ſafe; paſt all ſtorms, all the crou- 
bles and temprations of thus life, and = 
0 
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of the: reach of all harm and danger for 
ever.” But though the Reaſon of our duty 


in this caſe be very plain, yet the practice 


of it 1s very difficult; and when all is faid, 
natural affetion will have its courſe : And 
even after our Judgment 1s fatisfied, it will 
require ſome time to ſtil] and quiet our 
Paſſions. 


s. This Conſideration ſhould wean us 
from the love of life ; and make us nor 
onely contented but willing and glad to 
leave this world, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call us out of it. Thus Inference the 
Apoſtle makes, wer. 8. We are confident, I ſay, 
and willing rather to be abſent from the body, 
and preſent with the Lord. . Though there 
were no ſtate of immortality after this life, 
yet methinks we ſhould not delire to live 
always in this world. Haber natura (fays 


Tully) ut aliarum rerum, fic vivendi modum : © 


As nature hath ſet bounds and meaſures to 
other things, ſo likewiſe to life ; of which 
men ſhould know when they have enough, 


and not covet ſo mauch of it till they be 


tyred and cloyed with it. If there were no 
other inconvenience in long lite, this is a 
| | great 


— Fora! wn. 


great one,” that in a long courſe of time 
we-unavoidably ſce 'a great many things 
which we would not; our own misfortunes 
and 'the calamites of others ; publick con- 
fuſtons and diftraftions; the loſs of Friends 
and Relations ; or which 1s worſe, their mi- 
fery ; or winch 1s worlt of all, thear miſ- 
carriage: Eſpecially, a very infirm and te- 
- dious old age 1s very andufablet For who 
would deſire to live long uneaſie to himſelf, 
and troubleſome to others ? Ir 1s time for 
us to be willing to dye, when we cannot 
live wich the good will even of our friends : 
when thoſe who ought -to [love us belt 
chink much that we live ſo long, and can 
hardly forbear to give us broad ſigns that 


they are weary of- our company. In ſuch. 


a <aſe a man would almoſt be contented to 
dye out of civility ; and not che to make 
any long ſtay where he ſees that his com- 
pany 1s not acceptable. If we think we 
car be welcome to a better place, and to a 
more delightfull ſociety, why ſhould we de- 
ſire ro thruſt our ſelves any longer upon an 
ill-natured world, upon thoſe who have 
much adoe to retrain from telling us that 
our room-15 better than-our company ? /- 
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- , Some indeed have a very happy and vi 
gorous old age, and the taper of life burns” 
clear in them to the laſt : Their underftan- 
dings arc good, their memories and fenfes 
rokrable, their humour pleafant and their 
converfation acceptable, and their Relations 
kind and reſpectfull ro them. Bur this is a 
rare felicity, and which feldom happens but - 
to thoſe who have lived wiſely and vertu- 
ouſ]y, and by a religious and regular courſe 
of hfe have preſerved ſome of their beſt 
ſpirits to the laſt, and have not by vice and 
extravagance drawn off lite to the dregs and 
left nothing to be enjoyed but infirmitics 
and ill humours, guilt and repentance: Buc 
on the contrary have prudently laid up ſome 
confiderable comforts!..and ſupports for 
chemſelves againſt this gloomy day ; having 
ſtored their minds with wifedom and know- 
ledge, and taken care to fecure to themfclyes 
the comfortable reflexions of an uſefull and - 
well-fpent life, and the favour and-loving- 
kindneſs of God whvch is better than life 12 
ſelf. Bur generally the extremnies of old 
age are yery. peeviſb and querulous,, anda 
dechming: and-fallng back to the: weak and: 
hclpleſs condition.of Infancy and — 
Vote And 
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And yet lefs care 1s commonly raken' of a- 


ged perſons, and leſs kindneſs ſhewed to 
them than to children : becauſe theſe are 


_-cheryhed in hopes,” the others 1n deſpair of 


their growing; better. So that if God ſee ir 
good 1t is not defirable to live:ro'try nature, 
and the kindneſs and good will of our Rela- 
tions to the urmoſt. _ JI 

Nay there 1s reaſon enough why we 
ſhould be well contented to dye in any Age 
of our life. If we are young, we have ta- 
ſted the beſt of 1t: If in our muddle age, we 


_have not onely enjoyed all that 1s defirable 


* of life, but almoſt all that 1s tolerable : If 


we are old, we are come to the dregs of it, 
and do but ſee the fame things over. and 


- over again, and-continually-with leſs plea- 


| ſure. | 


Eſpecially if we conſider the: happineſs 
from which we are all this while detained. 
This life 1s but our Infancy and childhood 
in compariſon of the _ pleaſures and 
employments of the other ſtate. And why 
ſhould we deſire to be always children; and 
to linger here below to- play the- fools yet 
a lictle longer ? 1n-this ſenſe that high ex- 
preſlion of the Poet 1s true: : 151998 
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-----Dit celant homines, ut vivere durent, (4% 


The Gods conceal from men the ſweetneſs of dy- 


ing, to make them patient and contented to live. 


This life is wholly in order to the other. 
Do but make ſure to live well, and there is — 
no need of living long. To the purpoſe of 
preparation for another world, the belt life is 
the longeſt. Some live a great pace, and by -- 
continual diligence and induſtry in ſerving 
God and doing good do really diſpatch more 
of the buſineſs of life in a tew years, than 
others do in a whole Age; who go ſuch a 
ſfantring pace towards heaven, as if they - 
were in no haſte to get thither. - But if we 


were always prepared we ſhould rejoyce at 
the proſpect of our end ; as thoſe who haye 
been long toſt at ſea are overjoyed at the 


ſight of land. 


I have now done with my Text, but have 
another Subject to ſpeak of ; that excellent 
Man in whoſe Place I now ſtand : whom . 


we all knew ; and whom all that knew him 


D well 
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well did highly eſteem and reyerence. He 


was born in Shropſhire of a worthy and an- 


"cient Family, the 11: of March, 160g. was 


che fixth Son of his Father: and being bred 
up to learning and-very capable of it, was 
ſent to the Univerſity of Cambridge, and 
plantcd there in Emanuel College, where he 
was choſen Fellow, and was an excellent 
Tutour and ger 4967 of Youth, _ __ 
up man ns of great Quality a 
ln bali > and 
eminent; as many perhaps as any Tutour 
of that Tune. 

About the age of four or five and thirty 
he was made Prevoſt of King's College; 
where he was a moſt vigilant and prudent 
Governour, a great —__ of Learning 
and good Order, and by 
wile management of the Eſtate of the Col- 
lege brought it into a very flouriſhing con- 
dition, and left it ſo. 

It cannot be demied (nor am I much con- 
cerned to diſſemble it) that here he poſleſs'd 
another Man's place, whoby the iniquity of 
the Tunes was wrongtully cje&ed ; I mean 
Dr. Collins the famous and learned Diviniry- 
Profeffour of that Unycrſity. During _ 

te 
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life (and he lived many years after) by the 


free conſent of the College there were two 
ſhares out of the common Dividend allotted 
to the Prevoſt, one whereof was conſtantly 
paid to Dr. Collins, as if he had been (till Pre- 
voſt, To this Dr. Whichcot did not onely give 
his conſent (without which the thing could 


| not have been done) but was very forward 


for the doing of it, though hereby he did 
nat onely conſiderably leſſen his own profir, 
but likewiſe incurr no ſmall cenſure and ha- 
zard, as the Times then were. And leſt this 
had not been kindneſs cnough to that wor- 
thy Perſon whoſe Place he poſleſled, in his 
laſt Will he left ro his Son, Sir John Collins, 
a Legacy of one hundred pounds. 

And as he was not wanting either in re- 
ſpect or real kindneſs to the rightfull Owner, 
ſo neither did he ſtoop to doe any thing un- 
worthy to obtain that Place ; Fl 
took the Covenant : And not onely ſo, but 
by the particular friendſhip and intereſt 
which he had in ſome of the chicf of the Vi- 


ſitours he prevailed to have the greateſt part 


of the Fellows of that. College exempted from 
that Impoſition; and preſerved them in their 
places by that means. And to the Fellows 
x D 2 that 


or he never © 
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that were ejected by the V:/itowrs, he likewiſe 


freely conſented that their full Dividend for 
that” year ſhould be paid them, even after 
they were ejected. Among theſe was the 


Reverend and ingenious Dr. Charles Maſon ; 


upon whom, after he was ejected, the Col- 


lege d<1d confer a good Living which then. 


fell in their gift, with the conſent of the 
Preyoſt, who, knowing him to be a worthy 
man, was contented to run the hazard of 
the diſpleaſure of thoſe Times. 

So that I hope none will be hard upon 
him, that he was contented upon ſuch terms 
to be in a capacity to doe good in bad Times. 


For, beſides. his care of. the College, he 


had a very. great and good influence upon 


- the Univerſity m general. Every Lord's day 


192 the Afternoon, for almoſt twenty years 
together, -he preached in 7rinity Church, 
where he had a grcat number not onely of 
the young Scholars, but of thoſe of greater 
ſtanding and beſt repute for Learning 1n the. 
Univerſity his conſtant and attentive Audi- 


tours : And in thoſe wild and unſettled 


Times contributed more to the forming of 
the Students. of that Univerſity to a ſober 


ſenſc of Religion than any man in that Age. 
| After 
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Afeer he left Cambridge he came to London, 


and was: choſen: Miniſter of Black-Friars, 


where he: continued till :the dreadful Fire: 


And then retired himſelf to a Donative he 
had at Milton near Cambridge : where he 


preached conſtantly; and reheved the poor, 
and had their children taught to reade at 
his own charge ; and made up differences 
among the neighbours. Here hi ſtaycd till, 
by the promotion of the Reycrend Dr. Wit- 
kins,: his predeceſſour 1n this Place, to the 
Bilhoprick of Chefter, he was by his intereſt 
and recommendation preſented to .this 
Church. But during the building of it, 
upon the invitation of the Court of Alder- 


mer. .in the Mayoralty of Sir William Turner, - 


he preached before that Honourable Audi- 


tory at Guzld Hall Chap:] every Sunday in 
the afternoon, with great acceptance and ap- 


probation, for about the ſpace of {cyen years. 
When his Church was built, he beſtowed 
his pains here twice a week, where he had 


the general love and reſpect of his Pariſh; 


and a very conſiderable and judicious Au- 
ditory, though not very numcrous by rea- 
ſon of the weakneſs of his yoice in lus decli- 
ning Agc. 

It 
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- It pleafed God to bleſs him, as with a 
plennifull-Eſtace; fo-witha charitable mind: 
whuch yet was. not:ſo well-known to many, 
wr" in the diſpoſal of his charity he very 
much attected ſecrecy. He frequently be- 
Rowed hisalms (as Lam informed by choſe 
who beſt knew) on poor houſc-keepers dif: 
abl:d by age or ſickneſs to ſupport them- 
{c]ves, Lrnbing choſe to be the molt proper 
objects of it. He was rather frugal in-ex- 
penſe upon himſelf, that ſo he might have 
whercwithall to relieve the neceſſities of 


others. 


And he was not onely charitable in his 
life, but in a very bountifull manner ar his 


death ; bequeathing in pious and charitable 


Legacies to the value of a thouſand pounds. 
To the Library of the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge fifty pounds : and of King's College 
one hundred pounds: and of Emanuel Col- 
lege twenty pounds : To which College he 
had been a conſiderable benefactour betorc ; 
having founded there ſeveral Scholarſhips to 
the value of a thouſand pounds, out of a 
Charity with the diſpoſal whereof he was 
entruſted, and which not without great dif- 
ficulry and pains he at laſt recoyered. 

To 
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To the Poor of the ſeveral Places where 
his Eſtate lay, and where he had been Mi- 
niſter he gave above one hundred pounds. 

Among thoſe who had been his Servants, 
or were ſo at his death, he diſpoſed in An- 
nuities and Legacies in money to the value 
of above three hundred pounds. = 


To other charitable uſes and among the 


poorer of his Relations, above three hun- 
dred pounds. 
To every one of his Tenants he left a Le- 


{tare they held, by way of remembrance © 
him ; And to one of them that was gon 
much behind he remitted in his Will ſeven- 
ty pounds. And as became his great good- 
neſs, he was ever a remarkably kind Land- 
lord, forgiving his Tenants, and always ma- 
king abatements to them for hard years or 
any other accidental lofles that happened to 
them. | 

I muſt not omit the wiſe proviſion he 
made in his Will to prevent Law-funs among 
the Legatees, by appointing two or three 
perſons of greateſt prudence and Authority 
among his Relations final Arbitratours of 
all difterences that ſhould ariſe. 


gACy according to the proportion of the o/ 
f 


Having 


ws 
- 


.28 


th — 
n I 


». "> %.s 4 n 
* - of v 


Having given this account of his laft Will, 
I come- now to the ſad part” of all: fad, 1 
mean, to us, but happieſt to.him. ' A little 


| before Eafter laſt he went down to Cam- 
bridge : where, upon taking a great Cold, 


he fell into a diſtemper which in a few days 
put a period to his life. He dicd 1n the 
houſe of his ancient and moſt Icarned Friend, 
Dr. Czdworth, Maſter of Chrif?'s College. Du- 
ring his ſickneſs he had a conſtant calmneſs 
and ſerenity of mind : and under all his bo- 
dily weakneſs poſleſt his ſoul in great pati- 


ence. - After the Prayers for the Vilitation 
of the Sick ( which he ſaid were excellent 


prayers) had been uſed, he was put in'mind 
of receiving the Sacrament ; to which he 
anſwered, that he moſt readily embraced 


the propoſal : And after he had receryed it, 


ſaid ro Dr. Cudworth I heartily thank you for 
this moſt Chriſtian office; I thank you for 
putting me 1n mind of receiving this Sacra- 
ment: adding this pious ejaculation, The 
Lord fulfil all his declarations and promiſes, 
and pardon all my weakneſſes and imperfefions. 


He diſclaimed all merit in himfelt ; and de- 


clared that whateyer he was, he was ——_ 
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the grace and goodneſs of God in eſus Chriſt. 
He expreſicd hikewiſe great diſlike of the Prin- 
ciples of Separation : and ſaid he was the more 
deſirous to receive the Sacrament that he might 
declare his full Communion with the Church of 
Chrift all the world over. He diſclaimed Po- 
pery, and, as things of near afhnity with it, 
or rather parts of it, all ſuperſtition and uſur- 
pation upon the conſciences of men. 

He thanked God, that he had no pain in 
his body, nor diſquiet in his mind. 

Towards his laſt he ſeemed rathcr unwil- 
ling to be detained any _—_ 1n this ſtate; 
not for any pains he felt in himſelf, but for 
the trouble. he gave his friends: faying to 
one of them who had with great care atten- 
ded him all along in his ſickneſs, My dear 
friend, thou haſt taken a great deal of pains to 
uphold a crazy body, but it will not do: I pray 
thee pive me no more Cordials ; for why ſhouldſf 
thou keep me any longer out of that happy ſtate 
to-which I am going. I thank God I hope 'in 
his mercy, that-it ſhall be well with me. 

. And herein God was pleaſed particularly 
tro anſwer thoſe devout and well-weighed 
_ of his which he frequently uſed in 
Ais Prayer before Sermon, which I ſhall ſer 

E down 
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down in his own words, and I doubt not 
thoſe that were his conſtant hearers do well 
remember them ; Ard ſuperadd this, © Lord, 
to all the grace and favour which thou haſt 
ſhewn us all along in life, not to remove us 
hence but with all advantage for Eternity, when 
we fhall be in a due preparation of mind, in a 
holy conſtitution of ſoul, in a perfed renuncia- 
tion of the guiſe of this mad and finfull world, 
when we ſhall be intirely reſigned up to thee, 
when we ſhall have clear als of faith in God 
by Feſus Chriſt, high and reverential thoughts 
of thee in our minds, inlarged and inflamed 
afſeAions towards thee, &c. And whenſcever 
we ſhall come to leave this world, which will 
be when thou ſhalt appoint (for the iſſues of 
life and death are in thy hands) afford us ſuch 
a mighty power and preſence of thy good Spirit 
that we may have ſolid conſolation in believing, 
ant avoid all conſternation of mind, all doubt- 
fulneſs and uncertainty concerning our everla- 
fling condition, and at length depart in the faith 


of God's Ele, &c. Mark the perfe& man, 


and behold the upright, for the end of thar 
man 1s peace. 


Thus 
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Thus you have the ſhort Hiſtory of the 
life and death of this eminent Perſon; whoſe 
juſt Character cannot be given in few words, 
and time will not allow $e to uſe many. 
To be able to deſcribe him aright it were 
neceſſary one ſhould be like him ; for which 
reaſon I muſt content my ſelf with a very 
imperfect draught of him. 

' I ſhall not inſiſt upon his exemplary piety 
and devotion towards God, of which his 
whole life was one continued Teſtimony. 
Nor will I praiſe his profound Learning, 
for which he was juſtly had in fo great rc- 
putation. The moral improvements of his 
mind, 4 Godlike temper and diſpoſition (as he 
was wont to call 'it) he chiefly valued and 
aſpired after ; that univerſal charity and 
goodneſs, which he did continually preach 
and practiſe. 

His Converſation was exceeding kind and 
affable, grave and winning, p_ and 
profitable. He was ſlow to declare his judg- 
ment, and modeſt in delivering it. Never 
paſſionate, never peremptory : ſo far from 
impoſing upon others, that he was rather 
apt to yield. And though he had a moſt 
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profound and well-poized judgment , yet 
was he of all men I ever knew the moſt pa- 
tient to hear others differ from him, and 
the moſt caſic tro be convinced when good 
Reaſon was offered ; and, which 1s ſeldom 
ſeen, more apt to be favourable to another 
man's Reaſon than his own. 

Studious and inquititive men commonly 
at ſuch an age (at forty or fifty at the ut- 
moſt) have fixed and ſettled their Judg- 
ments 12 moſt Points, and as 1t were made 
their /aft Underſtanding; ſuppoſing they.have 
thought, or read, or heard what can be ſaid 
on all ſides of things; and afrer that, they 
grow poliuve and impatient of contradictt- 
0.1, thinking it a diſparagem-nt to them 
eo alter their pudgment: But our deccaſed 
Friend was ſo wiſe, as to be willing to learn 
to the laſt ; knowing that no man can grow 
wiſer without ſome change of his mind, 
without gaining ſome knowledge which he 
had not, or correcting ſome errour which 
he had before. 

He had attained fo perte&t a maſtery of 
tus Paſſions, that for the. latter and greateſt 
part of his life:he was hardly ever ſcen- to 
be.tranſpoxted' with Anger : and: as he was 
| 0 EX- 
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extremely carectull not to provoke any man, 
ſo not to be provoked by any ; uling to 
ſay, if 1 an a man he 1s the worſe for my 
company, and if 1 ſuſfer my ſelf to be provoked 
by him I ſhall be the worſe for his. 

He very ſeldom reproved any perſon in 

company otherwiſe than by filence, or ſome 
fign.of uncalineſs, or ſome very ſoft and 
gentle word ; which yer from the reſpect 
men generally bore to him did often prove 
effectual : For he underſtood humane na- 
ture very. well, and how to apply himſelf 
to it in the moſt caſte and effectual ways. 
- He was a great encourager.and kind di- 
retour of young Divines : and one of the 
moſt candid hearers of S:rmons., 1 think, 
that ever was: So that though all men did 
mightily reverence his Judgment, yer no 
man had reaſon to fear his Cenſure. He 
never ſpake well of himſelf, nor ill of others: 
making good that Saying of Parſa in Tully, 
neminem alterius, qui ſux confideret virtuti, 
invidere ; that 10 man is apt to envy the worth 
and vertues of another, that hath any of his own 
ro truſt to. 

In a word, he had all thoſe vertues, and 
in a high degree, which an excelleat tem- 
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per; great conſideration, long care and 
watchtulneſs over himſelf, together with 
the aſſiſtance of God's grace (which he con- 
rinually 1mplored, and nughtily relied up- 
on) are apt to produce. Particularly he 
excelled in the vertues of Converſation, hu- 
manity, and gentleneſs, and humility, a 
prudent and peaceable reconciling temper. 
And God knows we could very ll at this 
time have ſpared ſuch a Man; and have 
loſt from among us as it were ſo much 
balme for the ka of the Nation, which 
1s now ſo miſerably rent and torn by thoſe 
wounds which we madly give our fclves. 
But ſince God hath thought good to de- 
___Prive us of him, ler his vertues live in our 
memory, and his example in our lives. 
Let us endcavour to be what he was, and 
we ſhall one day be what he now 1s, of 
blefſled memory on carth and happy for 


ever in heaven. 


And now methinks the conſideration of 
the Argument I have been upon, and of 
that great Example that is before us, ſhould 
raiſe. out minds above this world and fix 
them upon che glory and happineſs of the 
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other. Let us then begin heaven here, in 
the frame and temper of our minds, in our 
heavenly: affections and converſation ; in a 
due preparation for, and in carneſt deſires 
and Creachings after that bleſſed ſtate which 
we firmly believe and aflurediy hope to be 
one day poſſeſſed of : when we ſhall be re- 
moved out of this ſink of ſin and ſorrows 
into the Regions of bliſs and immorrality : 
where we ſhall meet all choſe worthy and 
exccllent perſons who are gone before us, 
and whoſe converſation was fo delightfull 
to us in this world ; and will be much more 
ſo to us in the other, when the ſpirits of juſt 
men ſhall be made perfect and thall be quit 
of all thoſe infirmuties, which did attend and 
leſſen them in this mortal ſtate: when we 
ſhall meet again with our dear Brother, and 
all thoſe good men whom we knew-in this: 
world, and with the Saints and excellent 

rſons of all Ages to enjoy their bleſſed 
T2 "Co and ſocicty for cyer, in the pre- 
ſence of the blefled God where is fulneſs of 
joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for 
evermore. 

In a firm perſyaſion of this happy ſtate 
let us every one of us ſay with David, _ 
k W1 


ts. —_—_uwO—_— ht 


with the ſame :ardenc of Rs char-he 
did, As the heart -panteth after the water brooks, 
fo panteth my ſoul after thee,” 0 God::' My ſoul 
thirſteth for God, for the living God ;' O'when 
ſhall I come and appear before God. That fo- 
the hte: which we now live.1n this world 
may be. a patient continuance in well-dgj 
na opfull expectation of the-bleſſed hg apr and 
the: glorigus appearance.of the great God and 
0ur Savrour Teles Chrift ; To whonvwnh the 
Father and the Holy Ghoft be'all Worhone? 
and gloty, now and for cycr. 


' Now the God of peace who brought again 
from the Head our Lord. Feſus C hrift, the great. 
Shepherd of the ſheep,. through. the bloud of 
the; everleſting Conenant,; pen us perfett- In: 
every good work, to dae; bis will ; working 'in\ us! 
always that which: as: ie/L-pleaſe ing int hs fight, 
through fejus C ini, tb ——_ be ©g/bp fax' og 
Amen: | 1 (.; | 
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